PRESS RELEASE

State of Utah

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Heber M. Wells Building
160 East 300 South/Box 146701
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-7601
Michael 0. Leavitt ]| (801) 530-6955

Govemor Fax: (801) 530-6001
E-mail: Commerce@br.state.ut.us

Ted quer Web: www.commerce.state.ut.us
Executive Director
TDD: (801) 530-6917
For Immediate Release Contact: Scott Thompson
October 29, 2001 (801) 530-6487
Francine Giani
(801) 530-7631

Safety Tips For Halloween

The Utah Division of Consumer Protection would like to remind parents
and children to take extra care this Halloween to ensure everyone' s health and
safety. Here are afew tips offered by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission to make your trick or treating experience an enjoyable one.

Costumes

1. When purchasing costumes, masks, beards or wigs look for flame
resistant fabrics such as nylon or polyester or ook for a“Flame Resistant” |abel.
Avoid costumes with flimsy materias and big, baggy deeves or billowing skirts.

2. Make or purchase costumes that are light, bright and clearly visible to
motorists.

3. For greater vishility at night, decorate or trim costumes with reflective
tape that will glow in the beam of a car’s headlights.

4. Have children carry flashlights to see and be seen.

5. Make sure costumes are well-fitted so they don’t drag on the ground to
avoid trips and falls.

6. Tie hats and scarves securdly to prevent them from dipping over
children’s eyes and obstructing vision.

7. If your child wears a mask, make sure it fits securely, provides adequate
ventilation and has eyeholes large enough to alow full vision.



Treats

1. Warn children not to eat any treats before an adult has examined them
carefully for evidence of tampering.

2. Carefully examine any toys or novelty items received by children under

three. Make sure they don’t have parts that are small enough to present a choking
hazard.

Decor ations

1. Keep candles and jack-o-lanterns away from landings and doorsteps
where costumes could brush against them.

2. Remove obstacles from lawns, steps and porches when expecting trick-
or-treaters.

3. Indoors, keep candles and jack-o-lanterns away from curtains,
decorations and other combustible materials.

4. Don't overload extension cords.



